
 

 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 25, 2022 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday Service at 9:30 AM 

2009 South Garfield Avenue, Monterey Park, CA 91754 
  Phone: (323) 721-0840   -  Email: stpaulsmpk@gmail.com 

Find us on Facebook @stpaulsmpk or our website stpaulsmpk.org 

Gospel:  Luke 16:19-31 
19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every 
day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who longed to satisfy his 
hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22The 
poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and 
was buried. 23In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with 
Lazarus by his side. 24He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the 
tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25But Abraham said, 
‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner 
evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26Besides all this, between you and us 
a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and 
no one can cross from there to us.’ 27He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s 
house— 28for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this 
place of torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ 
30He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31He 
said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if 
someone rises from the dead.’ ” 

Psalm 146 
1Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul! 2I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing 
praises to my God all my life long. 3Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no 
help.4When their breath departs, they return to the earth; on that very day their plans perish.5Happy are 
those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their God, 6who made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith forever; 7who executes justice for the oppressed; 
who gives food to the hungry. The Lord sets the prisoners free; 8the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous. 9The Lord watches over 
the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 10The 
Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the Lord! 
 

 

Pray for these we know to be in need of resolution, healing, support and comfort:     
The Cisneros family; Ivy & John Conklin; Austin Marsh; Ewalani Odachi; Brian Kurihara; 
George Aspeitia; Jim Gagne; Shanna Childers; Ed Sais; Celia Torres; Carol & Larry  
Sullivan;  Maxine Miller & her son, Leonard; Tim Sang; Aki Fukui; Lilly Fukui; Susan & 
Gene Ramirez; Margarete Schwall; Millie Powell; Seth, who is living on the streets of LA; 
Harry, who is recovering from a broken foot; for Kris to regain her strength; Meher 
Montessori School; all who are affected by COVID; for those who face discrimination; for 
those who are traveling, may they have safe journeys; for churches, may our hearts and 
doors remain open for those who wish to share the Good News; for our country, our  
military and first responders; watch over those who are affected by the war in Ukraine; for 
the families of victims of mass shootings; for those who are being affected by the heat 
wave in California; for the veterans who lost their homes in West LA; for those struggling 
with anxiety and mental illness. 

Next—16th Sunday after Pentecost: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4; Psalm 37: 1-9; 2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States. 



  First Reading: Amos 6:1a, 4-7 
1
Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria,4Alas for 

those who lie on beds of  ivory, and lounge on their couches, and eat lambs from the flock, and 
calves from the stall; 5who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, and like David improvise on 
instruments of music; 6who drink wine from bowls, and anoint themselves with the finest oils, but 
are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 7Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and 
the revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 6:6-19 
6Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7for we brought nothing 
into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 8but if we have food and clothing, we will be 
content with these. 9But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many 
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of money 
is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the 
faith and pierced themselves with many pains. 11But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of the faith; take 
hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and for which you made the good confession in the 
presence of many witnesses. 13In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Je-
sus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14to keep the 
commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which he 
will bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords. 16It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no 
one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 17As for those who in 
the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of 
riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18They are to 
do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, 19thus storing up for themselves the 
treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.  
 

Prayer of the Day 
O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us with your grace, 
and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Christ in Our Home daily devotional booklets for October, November and December  are 
available on the table in the Narthex. Get your copy today. Take one home for a friend. 

The All-American Boys Chorus is back in town and will be performing at Our Lady 
of the Miraculous Medal Catholic Church on Thursday, September 29th, from 6:30-8 
pm. The event is free but donations are encouraged! The address for the church is 820 
N. Garfield Ave. Montebello, CA 90640. For more information, please contact Betty 
Rodriguez at (323)725-7578 

 
Birthdays in September: 

• Elizabeth Mitchell (September 29) 

Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Join us for worship on Sundays at 9:30 am 

 

While LA County has formally rescinded the masking order as of 3/4/22, masks are still being recommended for use 
in public settings, such as our worship space. For the safety of our at-risk members and our current visiting pastor, 

we ask that you consider wearing a mask and maintain social distancing for the time being. 
 
 

If you have forgotten a mask, we do have extras, in both adult and kid sizes, in the Narthex. 
 

 

News and Needs 
• The Lord’s Supper, our sharing of the bread and wine as Jesus invites us to do, is open to all who 

accept the presence of Jesus in this simple meal. We continue to use pre-filled communion  
chalices for a sanitary, safe, and traditional communion experience. We rejoice in our opportunity 
to join together in praise and thanksgiving to God. Newcomers among us are invited to participate 
in every aspect of our worship. Any questions? Please ask.  

 

 

• We welcome Pastor David Berkedal as regular preacher and worship leader at St. Paul’s. 
Pastor Berkedal will be working on Thursdays, from 10:00 am. to 4:00 pm. in Monterey Park to 
help us develop the congregation’s ministry and outreach. He and his wife, Rev. Sally Welch  
began a Youtube Channel, “Streams of Living Waters” at the beginning of the pandemic to  
provide connection and encouragement and an opportunity to reflect on what it means to be  
Christian during times of isolation. Each video has been matched with a podcast on their “Living 
Water Radio” channel & a blog entry on “Words of Living Water.” Please send an email to Pastor 
Berkedal at dberkedal@gmail.com for links to all three or visit our website ( stpaulsmpk.org ).  

 

• Coffee Hour & Fellowship will be held in the lounge following today’s service. To get to the 
lounge from the sanctuary, please exit the glass doors at the back, go through the glass doors on 
the right and straight ahead to the open door of the lounge. Today’s refreshments are provided by 
our pantry. 

 

• Altar Guild Needs Volunteers! Susan Ramirez, our Altar Guild Lead, is looking for volunteers 
to serve on our Altar Guild. This group is responsible for preparing the altar for communion on a 
weekly basis. Teams of 2 are scheduled for a month at a time. Our teams are short on help. Please 
let Susan know if you are interested in serving. A training for new members will be held in the 
near future. Also, Millie Powell finds she can no longer serve. We thank her for many years of 
Altar Guild service, expertise and careful preparation skills.  

 

• Just a reminder that if you would like to sign up for the WELCA (Women of the ELCA) 
One-Day retreat on Saturday, October 15th, registration forms and payment are due on  
October 2nd! There is a flyer on the bulletin board with more information and please let  
Elizabeth know if you need a registration form. 

 

• The East LA and Sierra Mar BPW organizations are having a few events to check out in 
September and October. On Tuesday, September 27th at the Marie Callenders on Atlantic 
Blvd, Sally McMahon, the Sierra Mar BPW District Public Policy Chair will be discussing the 
seven propositions that will be on the ballot this November.   

 

• Today is the last day we will be collecting cards for our “God’s Work, Our Hands” Project 
as Elizabeth will be dropping them off to the Boys and Girls Club on Monday morning! 

 

• We are still collecting supplies for the veterans who lost their homes in the recent fire in 
West LA. Please donate if you are able! 


