
 

 

 Third Sunday of Easter 
April 23, 2023 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday Service at 9:30 AM 

2009 South Garfield Avenue, Monterey Park, CA 91754 
  Phone: (323) 721-0840   -  Email: stpaulsmpk@gmail.com 

Find us on Facebook @stpaulsmpk or our website stpaulsmpk.org 

Gospel:  Luke 24:13-35 
13Now on that same day when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene, two of them were going to 
a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about 
all these things that had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came 
near and went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to them, 
“What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 
18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in  
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19He asked 
them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet 
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders 
handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the 
one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 
22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 
23and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen 
a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to the tomb 
and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” 25Then he said to them, “Oh, 
how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26Was it 
not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27Then 
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all 
the scriptures.  28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 
were going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening 
and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table with 
them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened, and 
they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, “Were not our 
hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the  
scriptures to us?” 33That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the 
eleven and their companions gathered together. 34They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, 
and he has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had 
been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.  

 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
1 I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my supplications. 2 Because he inclined his 
ear to me, therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 3 The snares of death encompassed me; the 
pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; I suffered distress and anguish. 4Then I called on the name of the 
Lord: “O Lord, I pray, save my life!” 12What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty to me? 
13 I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord, 14 I will pay my vows to the 
Lord in the presence of all his people. 15 Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his  
faithful ones. 16 O Lord, I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your serving girl. You 
have loosed my bonds. 17I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the 
Lord. 18I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people, 19 in the courts of the 
house of the Lord, in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the Lord! 

Next:  Fourth Sunday of Easter: Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2;19-25; John 10:1-10 
Augsburg Liturgies License: SB170464;   Augsburg  ELW License: SB170463;  CCLI: 923430 



Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Join us for worship on Sundays at 9:30 am 

Newcomers among us are invited to participate in every aspect of our worship.  
Any questions? Please ask.  

 
 

 

News and Needs 
 

 

• The Lord’s Supper, our sharing of the bread and wine as Jesus invites us to do, is open to all 
who accept the presence of Jesus in this simple meal. We continue to use pre-filled  
communion chalices for a sanitary, safe, and traditional communion experience.  

 

• We welcome back Pastor Mark Winick  as he presides over our Sunday Service this week. 
 

• Pastor Berkedal’s surgery went well and he will be going home today for rest and  
recuperation. He thanks everyone for their prayers and concern.  Last Sunday was our last 
regular Sunday with him as presiding minister, but we hope to have him, Rev. Sally, James, 
and Nicole join us again in the future.  

 
 

• A Note from Council: “For the next few months, we will be having visiting pastors, most 
who have joined us in the past; one or two who will be new to us. We continue to work with 
Synod on the call process and finding the right pastor for St. Paul’s.  Your ongoing support 
and prayers will move us in the right direction.” 

 
 

• Coffee Hour & Fellowship will be held in the lounge following today’s service. To get to 
the lounge from the sanctuary, please exit the glass doors at the back, go through the glass 
doors on the right and straight ahead to the open door of the lounge. Today’s refreshments are 
provided by Lilly Fukui. 

 

• Thank you to Susie and Gene Ramirez for their continued work on the pews in our worship 

space! Some of our pews needed re-staining due to some sun damage and they came in to do 
the necessary touch-ups. 

 

• On Wednesday April 26th at 5:30 pm, there will be a town hall meeting with the  

Monterey Park Police Department at the Bruggemeyer Library. This will be a great  
opportunity to share with them any comments, questions, or concerns you may have. 

 

• Save the Date! Monterey Park is turning 107 this year! To mark the occasion, there will be a 
4-day “Play Days Carnival” at Barnes Park. The celebration kicks off on Thursday, May 11th 
with the weekly Farmers’ Market and live music with a special focus on Cinco de Mayo.  
Activities will be held all weekend with Sunday, May 14th being the last day.  

 St. Paul’s is proud to be a Bronze sponsor for this year’s celebrations to show our support and 
commitment to the City of Monterey Park. We hope that you are your families will take part 
in the celebrations that weekend. 

 

 

 

First Reading:  Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
14Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the people—36“Therefore let the en-
tire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus 
whom you crucified.” 37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to 
the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized eve-
ry one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40And he testified with many other arguments and 
exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41So those who welcomed his 
message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.  

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-23 
17If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in 
reverent fear during the time of your exile. 18You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways 
inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19but with the precious 
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20He was destined before the foundation 
of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21Through him you have come to 
trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on 
God. 22Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine 
mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. 23You have been born anew, not of perishable 
but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.  

 

Prayer of the Day 
O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breakfast of bread. Open the eyes of 
our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Pray for these we know to be in need of resolution, healing, support and comfort:     
The Cisneros family; Ivy & John Conklin; Austin Marsh; Ewalani Odachi;  
Brian Kurihara; George Aspeitia; Jesus Espinoza; Jess Torres; Karen Suarez;  
Bjorn Landberg; Linda Wilson; Carol & Larry Sullivan; Aki Fukui; Lilly Fukui;  
Ray Chavira; Pastor David Berkedal & Rev. Sally Welch; Susan & Gene Ramirez;  
Margarete Schwall; Millie Powell; Renee McCormick; Ron Sahara and his family; 
Moises Alvarado for the safe return of his dog, Charlie; Renate Kurrle & family; Glen 
Ambra; Gabrielle Zimmerman; Marion Mercer; Meher Montessori School; for  
churches, may our hearts and doors remain open for those who wish to share the Good 
News; for our country, our military and first responders; watch over those who are 
affected by the war in Ukraine; for those struggling with anxiety & mental illness; for 
our neighbors & the healing of our city; for all affected by gun violence.  


