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Gospel: Luke 23:1-49 
1Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate.2They began to accuse him, saying, 
“We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to the emperor, and saying that he 
himself is the Messiah, a king.” 3Then Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He answered, 
“You say so.” 4Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no basis for an accusation 
against this man.” 5But they were insistent and said, “He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all 
Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this place.”6When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man 
was a Galilean. 7And when he learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, 
who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had been 
wanting to see him for a long time, because he had heard about him and was hoping to see him perform 
some sign. 9He questioned him at some length, but Jesus gave him no answer.10The chief priests and the 
scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. 11Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and 
mocked him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate.12That same day Herod and 
Pilate became friends with each other; before this they had been enemies. 13Pilate then called together the 
chief priests, the leaders, and the people, 14and said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was 
perverting the people; and here I have examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty 
of any of your charges against him. 15Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done 
nothing to deserve death. 16I will therefore have him flogged and release him.” 18Then they all shouted out 
together, “Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for us!”19(This was a man who had been put in prison 
for an insurrection that had taken place in the city, and for murder.) 20Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, ad-
dressed them again; 21but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!”22A third time he said to them, “Why, 
what evil has he done? 23But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; 
and their voices prevailed. 24So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted.  
 
25He released the man they asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and 
he handed Jesus over as they wished. 26As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who 
was coming from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27A 
great number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were beating their breasts 
and wailing for him.28But Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but 
weep for yourselves and for your children.29For the days are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed 
are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’ 30Then they will begin to 
say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31For if they do this when the wood is 
green, what will happen when it is dry?” 32Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put 
to death with him. 33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with 
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not 
know what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35And the people stood by, watching; 
but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, 
his chosen one!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37and saying, “If 
you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!”38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of 
the Jews.” 39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are 
under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are get-
ting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remem-
ber me when you come into your kingdom.” 43He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise.” 

44It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the after-
noon,45while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46Then Jesus, crying 
with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed 
his last. 47When the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man 
was innocent.” 48And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had 
taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts.49But all his acquaintances, including the  
women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things. 



Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
We are happy to be open for worship on Sundays at 9:30 am. 

 

While LA County has formally rescinded the masking order as of 3/4/22, masks are still being 
recommended for use in public settings, such as our worship space. For the safety of our  
at-risk members and our current visiting pastor, please wear a mask and maintain social  

distancing for the time being. 
 

 

If you have forgotten a mask, we do have extras, in both adult and kid sizes, in the Narthex. 
 

News and Needs 
• The Lord’s Supper, our sharing of the bread and wine as Jesus invites us to do, is open to all who  

accept the presence of Jesus in this simple meal. Jesus comes to us with forgiveness independently of 
our human understanding. We continue to use pre-filled communion chalices for a sanitary, safe, and 
traditional communion experience. We rejoice in our opportunity to join together in praise and  
thanksgiving to God. Newcomers among us are invited to participate in every aspect of our worship. 
Any questions? Please ask.  

 

• Please welcome Pr. Woody Hall and his wife, Suzan. Pr. Hall will be presiding over our worship 
service today and next week for Easter Sunday.  

 

• Coffee Hour resumes on Easter Sunday! Join us for refreshments & fellowship immediately  
following the morning service on Sunday, April 17th.  The lounge will be open and ventilated. Or, take 
your coffee, snacks and conversation out to the front porch and enjoy our beautiful spring flowers! We 
will also be hosting an Easter Egg Hunt and we invite everyone to invite families to participate. 

 

• City of Monterey Park’s Spring Egg Hunt will be held on April 14th from 5PM-7PM at Barnes Park 
and will include games in addition to the egg hunt. Entry to the event is free. For more information, 
please call 626-307-1388. 

 
 

• Sierra Mar BPW District will be hosting their in-person meeting in the lounge on Saturday, April 
16th. For more information, please contact Linda Wilson. 

 
 

St. Paul’s sanctuary will be open for quiet prayer and meditation from 3 pm - 5 pm on 
Good Friday, April 15, 2022.  All are welcome! (Quiet music will be playing.) 
 

 

Easter Vigil in Pasadena: The Southwest California Synod’s Foothill Conference invites 
you to join their 2022 Easter Vigil on April 16, 7 pm at Trinity, Pasadena, Bishop Brenda 
Bos presiding. Join with us for this solemn and joyous celebration!  Anyone wishing to 
carpool to this event may contact Elizabeth in our church office, who can help coordinate 
rides.  

 
 
Don’t forget to bring Easter Lilies to beautify our worship space for Easter Sunday!  

Pre-Procession Reading: Luke 19:28-40  
28After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29When he had come near Bethphage and 
Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village 
ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring 
it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 32So those who 
were sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, 
“Why are you untying the colt?” 34They said, “The Lord needs it.” 35Then they brought it to Jesus; and after 
throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks 
on the road. 37As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of 
the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, 
38saying, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest 
heaven!” 39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” 40He 
answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”  
 

First Reading: Isaiah 50: 4-9a  
4 The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a 
word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 5The Lord God 
has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck 
me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 7The 
Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know 
that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up 
together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9It is the Lord God who helps me; who will de-
clare me guilty?  
 

Second Reading: Philippians 2: 5-11  
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not re-
gard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being 
born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the 
point of death—even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that 
is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and un-
der the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that  
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
  
Prayer of the Day  
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our na-
ture and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in 
the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy  
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 

Pray for these we know to be in need of resolution, healing, support and comfort:     
The Cisneros family; Ivy & John Conklin; Austin Marsh; Ewalani Odachi; Brian Kurihara; 
George Aspeitia; Jim Gagne; Ed Sais; Carol & Larry Sullivan; Celia Torres; Hazel Booth;  
Aki Fukui; Lily Fukui; Karri Padilla; Susan and Gene Ramirez; Margarete Schwall; Millie  
Powell; Mai Madrigal and her family; Phil Stanton;  Meher Montessori School; and all who are 
sick from COVID-19 in our nation and across the globe; for those who face discrimination; and 
for our country, our military and first responders; watch over those who are affected by the war 
in Ukraine. May all families be reunited and let there be a peaceful resolution. 
 

 
 
 
 


