GOSPEL: MATTHEW 4:12-23

’Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. *He left Nazareth and
made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, '*so that what had
been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: '>“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on
the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— '®the people who sat in darkness
have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.”
"From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” '*As
he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his
brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. YAnd he said to them, “Follow me,
and I will make you fish for people.” *’Immediately they left their nets and followed him. *'As he
went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat
with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. *Immediately they left the boat
and their father, and followed him. **Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the
people.

PsaLm 27:1, 4-9

"The Lorp is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LorD is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid? * One thing I asked of the Lorp, that will I seek after: to live in the house
of the LorD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lorp, and to inquire in his temple. °
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;
he will set me high on a rock.® Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will
offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the Lorp. ’Hear, O
Lorp, when I cry aloud, be §racious to me and answer me! ®“Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!”
Your face, LorD, do I seek. ~ Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away in anger,
you who have been my help. Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation!
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Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Join us for worship on Sundays at 9:30 am
While LA County has formally rescinded the masking order as of 3/4/22, masks are still being recommended for use
in public settings, such as our worship space. For the safety of our at-risk members and our current visiting pastor,
we ask that you consider wearing a mask and maintain social distancing for the time being.

If you have forgotten a mask, we do have extras, in both adult and kid sizes, in the Narthex.
News and Needs

e These pages continue our approach to bringing information to those who gather here. We
are committed to communicating effectively and regularly with all, newcomers and long-time
worshipers, regular or occasional, and especially those who can’t be here. Each week a copy is
sent by email or postal mail to each member and friend who were unable to attend worship on
Sunday.

e The Lord’s Supper, our sharing of the bread and wine as Jesus invites us to do, is open to all
who accept the presence of Jesus in this simple meal. We continue to use pre-filled communion
chalices for a sanitary, safe, and traditional communion experience. We rejoice in our opportunity
to join together in praise and thanksgiving to God. Newcomers among us are invited to participate
in every aspect of our worship. Any questions? Please ask.

e We welcome Pastor David Berkedal as regular preacher and worship leader at St. Paul’s.
Pastor Berkedal will be working on Thursdays, from 10:00 am. to 4:00 pm. in Monterey Park
to help us develop the congregation’s ministry and outreach as we move out of the global pan-
demic. He and his wife, Rev. Sally Welch began a Youtube Channel, “Streams of Living Waters”
at the beginning of the pandemic to provide connection and encouragement and an opportunity to
reflect on what it means to be Christian during times of isolation. Each video has been matched
with a podcast on their “Living Water Radio” channel and a blog entry on “Words of Living Wa-
ter.” You may send an email to Pastor Berkedal at dberkedal@gmail.com for links to all three or
visit our website ( stpaulsmpk.org ).

e Coffee Hour & Fellowship will be held in the lounge following today’s service. To get to the
lounge from the sanctuary, please exit the glass doors at the back, go through the glass doors on
the right and straight ahead to the open door of the lounge. Today’s refreshments are provided by
Ed and Jean Sais.

e The East LA-Montebello BPW will be honoring Monique Rodriguez with the “Young
Careerist 2023” award on Tuesday, January 24th at 4:30pm at Marie Callendar’s
Restaurant in Monterey Park. Reservations are required. Please see Linda Wilson or the flyer
on our kiosk for more information.

e The Sierra Mar BPW will have their meeting on Saturday, January 28th in our lounge.
Please see Linda Wilson for details.

e St. Olaf Choir from Minnesota will be performing on Wednesday February 1st at 7pm at
First United Methodist Church in Pasadena. A sign-up sheet is available on the back table for
those who would like to go. If you would prefer to purchase tickets yourself, they are $40 for
adults and $10 for all students ages 10 and up. The church’s address is 500 E. Colorado Blvd,
Pasadena, CA 91101.

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 9:1-4

'But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into con-
tempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the
way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. >The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has
shined. * You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with
joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. * For the yoke of their burden, and the bar
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.

SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-18

"Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be
in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and
the same purpose. ''For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among
you, my brothers and sisters. '*What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I be-
long to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” *Has Christ been divided? Was
Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? "I thank God that I baptized
none of you except Crispus and Gaius, ’so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name.
'8(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized an-
yone else.) '"For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with elo-
quent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. '*For the message
about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God.

Prayer of the Day

Lord God, your loving kindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us into your
light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Pray for these we know to be in need of resolution, healing, support and comfort:
The Cisneros family; Ivy & John Conklin; Austin Marsh; Ewalani Odachi; Brian Kurihara;
Mahealani & Evan Flournoy; George Aspeitia; Jim Gagne; Shanna Childers; Rosita Fabia;
Jesus Espinoza; Sean Halbert; Ed Sais; Celia Torres; Julianna Cortez; Bjorn Landberg;
Carol & Larry Sullivan; Maxine Miller & her son, Leonard; Aki Fukui; Lilly Fukui; Pastor
David Berkedal & Rev. Sally Welch; Susan & Gene Ramirez; Margarete Schwall; Millie
Powell; Renee McCormick; Ron Sahara and his family; Moises Alvarado for the safe
return of his dog, Charlie; Renate Kurrle & family; In Paris, Elizabeth and her family;
Meher Montessori School; for churches, may our hearts and doors remain open for those
who wish to share the Good News; for our country, our military and first responders;
watch over those who are affected by the war in Ukraine; for those who are being wrong-
fully persecuted in Iran; for those struggling with anxiety and mental illness.



