GOSPEL: LUKE 12:49-56

#9¢I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! *°I have a baptism with
which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! *'Do you think that I have
come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! **From now on five in one
household will be divided, three against two and two against three; “they will be divided: father
against son and son against father mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-
law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” **He also said to the
crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so
it happens.”And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and
it happens.”*You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why
do you not know how to interpret the present time?

PsALM 82

'God has taken his place in the divine council; in the midst of the gods he holds judgment: *“How
long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked.? *Give justice to the weak and the
orphan; maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute.*Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver
them from the hand of the wicked.” “They have neither knowledge nor understanding, they walk
around in darkness; all the foundations of the earth are shaken. ° say, “You are gods, children of the
Most High, all of you; 'nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, and fall like any prince.” *Rise up,
O God, judge the earth; for all the nations belong to you!

Pray for these we know to be in need of resolution, healing, support and comfort:
The Cisneros family; Ivy & John Conklin; Austin Marsh; Ewalani Odachi;
Brian Kurihara; George Aspeitia; Jim Gagne; Shanna Childers; George Quezada;
Reese and Stephanie Peterson; Ed Sais; Celia Torres; Carol & Larry Sullivan;
Ray’s sister, Margarita; Maxine Miller & her son, Leonard; Tim Sang; Aki Fukui;
Lilly Fukui; Susan & Gene Ramirez; Margarete Schwall; Millie Powell;
Seth, who is living on the streets of LA; Harry, who is recovering from a broken foot; for
Kiris to regain her strength; Meher Montessori School; all who are affected by COVID; for
those who face discrimination; for those who are traveling, may they have safe journeys;
for churches, may our hearts and doors remain open for those who wish to share the Good
News; for our country, our military and first responders; watch over those who are affected
by the war in Ukraine; for the families of victims of mass shootings.

Next—11" Sunday after Pentecost: Isaiah 58;9b-14; Psalm 103:1-8; Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17
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Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Join us for worship on Sundays at 9:30 am

While LA County has formally rescinded the masking order as of 3/4/22, masks are still being recommended for

use in public settings, such as our worship space. For the safety of our
at-risk members and our current visiting pastor, please wear a mask and maintain social
distancing for the time being.

If you have forgotten a mask, we do have extras, in both adult and kid sizes, in the Narthex.
News and Needs

The Lord’s Supper, our sharing of the bread and wine as Jesus invites us to do, is open to all
who accept the presence of Jesus in this simple meal. We continue to use pre-filled
communion chalices for a sanitary, safe, and traditional communion experience. We rejoice in
our opportunity to join together in praise and thanksgiving to God. Newcomers among us are
invited to participate in every aspect of our worship. Any questions? Please ask.

We welcome Pastor David Berkedal as regular preacher and worship leader at St.
Paul’s. Pastor Berkedal will be working on Thursdays, from 10:00 am. to 4:00 pm. in
Monterey Park to help us develop the congregation’s ministry and outreach as we move out
of the global pandemic. He and his wife, Rev. Sally Welch began a Youtube Channel,
“Streams of Living Waters” at the beginning of the pandemic to provide connection and
encouragement and an opportunity to reflect on what it means to be Christian during times of
isolation. Each video has been matched with a podcast on their “Living Water Radio” channel
and a blog entry on “Words of Living Water.” You may send an email to Pastor Berkedal at
dberkedal@gmail.com for links to all three or visit our website ( stpaulsmpk.org ).

Coffee Hour & Fellowship will be held in the lounge following today’s service. To get to
the lounge from the sanctuary, please exit the glass doors at the back, go through the glass
doors on the right and straight ahead to the open door of the lounge. Today’s refreshments are
provided by our pantry. Just a reminder that there is a sign-up sheet in the lounge with many
vacant spaces. In an effort to have everyone enjoy coffee hour, please sign up for a date.

It’s time to order your Bread for the Day books for 2023! If you would like to receive
copies, please write your name and how many you would like on the sign-up sheet on the
back table. We do have previous versions on the table as well if you would like to look at it
before making a decision. We hope to order them by October in order to receive them before
New Year’s Eve,

Our friends at American Legion Post 397 will be hosting an American Red Cross Blood
Drive on Thursday, August 25 from noon to 6 p.m. To schedule a donation, go to
RedCrossBlood.org and enter the sponsor code “Legion” or contact Gabriel or Karen Suarez
at the post directly. All donors will be mailed a $10 e-card to a merchant of your choice and
automatically be entered for a chance to win free gas for a year!

FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 23:23-29

»Am I a God near by, says the LOrRD, and not a God far off? **Who can hide in secret ?laces so that
I cannot see them? says the Lorp. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the Lorp. *’I have heard
what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed, I have
dreamed!” **How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies,
and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? *’They plan to make my people forget my name by
their dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. **Let the
prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully.
What has straw in common with wheat? says the Lorp. *’Is not my word like fire, says the LoRD,
and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

SECOND READING: HEBREWS 11:29—12.2

2By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians at-
tempted to do so the;/ were drowned. *°By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encir-
cled for seven days. *'By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient,
because she had received the spies in peace. **And what more should I say? For time would fail me
to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— **who through
faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions,
Mquenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became
mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. **Women received their dead by resurrection. Others
were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. *°Others suffered
mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. *"They were stoned to death, they were
sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute,
persecuted, tormented— **of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and moun-
tains, and in caves and holes in the ground.’*Yet all these, though they were commended for their
faith, did not receive what was promised, “’since God had provided something better so that they
would not, apart from us, be made perfect.

12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before
us, “looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the
throne of God.

Prayer of the Day

O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your zeal for
truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your
servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

e ) Birthdays in August:
Augus‘l’ o Luis Madrigal (August 30)



