
 

 

Gospel: Luke 13:31-35 
31At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill 
you.” 32He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing 
cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. 33Yet today, tomorrow, and the next 
day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 34Je-
rusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I 
desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not 
willing! 35See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when 
you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ” 

Psalm 27 
1The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of 
whom shall I be afraid? 2When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh—my adversaries and foes—they 
shall stumble and fall. 3Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war rise up 
against me, yet I will be confident. 4One thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. 
5For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he 
will set me high on a rock. 6Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer 
in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the Lord. 7Hear, O Lord, when I 
cry aloud, be gracious to me and answer me! 8‘Come,’ my heart says, ‘seek his face!’ Your face, Lord, 
do I seek. 9 Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who have been 
my help. Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation! 10If my father and mother for-
sake me, the Lord will take me up. 11Teach me your way, O Lord, and lead me on a level path because 
of my enemies. 12Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries, for false witnesses have risen against 
me, and they are breathing out violence. 13I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land 
of the living. 14Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord! 

 

Pray for these we know to be in need of resolution, healing, support and comfort:     
The Cisneros family; Ivy & John Conklin; Austin Marsh; Ewalani Odachi;  
Brian Kurihara; George Aspeitia; Jim Gagne; Ed Sais; Carol & Larry Sullivan;  
Hazel Booth; Aki Fukui; Lily Fukui; Karri Padilla; Susan and Gene Ramirez;  
Margarete Schwall; Millie Powell; Mai Madrigal and her family; Phil Stanton;   
Meher Montessori School; and all who are sick from COVID-19 in our nation and 
across the globe; for all businesses who are reopening to full capacity; for those 
who are struggling with returning to normalcy financially, emotionally, or  
mentally; for those who face discrimination; and for our country, our military and 
first responders. Bless all who prepare for and lead us in worship during this  
Season of Lent and all who contribute to our worship life here at St. Paul’s; watch 
over those who are effected by the war in Ukraine . May all families be reunited 
and let there be a peaceful resolution. 

 Next — Third Sunday in Lent: Isaiah 55:1-9; Psalm 63:1-8; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9 
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  Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
We are happy to be open for worship on Sundays at 9:30 am. 

 

While LA County has formally rescinded the masking order as of 3/4/22, masks are still being 
recommended for use in public settings, such as our worship space. For the safety of our  
at-risk members and our current visiting pastor, please wear a mask and maintain social  

distancing for the time being. 
 

If you have forgotten a mask, we do have extras, in both adult and kid sizes, in the Narthex. 
 

News and Needs 
• The Lord’s Supper, our sharing of the bread and wine as Jesus invites us to do, is open to all 

who accept the presence of Jesus in this simple meal. Jesus comes to us with forgiveness inde-
pendently of our human understanding. We continue to use pre-filled communion chalices for 
a sanitary, safe, and traditional communion experience. We rejoice in our opportunity to join 
together in praise and thanksgiving to God. Newcomers among us are invited to participate in 
every aspect of our worship. Any questions? Please ask.     

 

• Welcome again to our presiding pastor, David Berkedal, as he leads us in worship today! 
Pr. Berkedal and his wife, Rev. Sally run a YouTube channel called “Streams of Living  
Water”   which can be found at the following link: ( https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCB7KnYS1bpHKaL2OseQWCnw), and a blog (http://pastorberkedalsblog.blogspot.com/) 
that you are welcome to check out as well.  

 

• Lenten Study - Week 2:  Wandering in the Wilderness - which extends today’s lessons and 
provides reflection questions. Copies of the study materials are on the table in the Narthex.  
Let Elizabeth know if you’d like a digital copy. 

 

• Congregation Council will meet on Thursday, March 17th at 6:30 pm. If you have any 
questions or concerns you would like them to discuss, please give them to Elizabeth or Jean as 
soon as possible. 

 

• New lighting in front of church!  Have you noticed the additional lights at the front of the 
church and north parking lot? Take an evening drive or walk-by to check out the effect.  

 

• We are still accepting donations for the Lutheran World Relief Care Packages! Elizabeth 
will be setting a date towards the end of Lent to pack up and send out the packages. Thank you 
to all who have donated so far! 

 

• March 22 is World Water Day! Southwest California Synod and Green Faith Team will be  
hosting a seminar called “Faith and Science in Conversation.” Please see the flyer on the bul-
letin board for more information. 

 

• SoCal Synod Women’s Organization invites you to join our Winter Gathering Zoom 
event Saturday, March 26 • 8:45am -12 noon.  Register for this event with Julie Jensen at 
juliejnsn1@roadrunner.com. Give Julie your name, address, phone number and email plus 
your church and city. Julie will send you the Zoom link prior to the event.  The theme will be: 
“Called to Deal with Difficult Issues” 

First Reading: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
1After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I 
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you 
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram 
said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the 
word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue 
shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, “Look towards heaven and count the stars, if 
you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed 
the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.7Then he said to him, “I am the Lord 
who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” 8But he said, 
“O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” 9He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three 
years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtle-dove, and a young pigeon.” 
10He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half over against the other; but he did 
not cut the birds in two. 11And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them 
away.12As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying dark-
ness descended upon him.17When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire-pot and a 
flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, 
saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river 
Euphrates.” 

Second Reading:  Philippians 3:17—4.1 
17Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example 
you have in us. 18For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, 
and now I tell you even with tears. 19Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory 
is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 20But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is 
from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 21He will transform the body of 
our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables 
him to make all things subject to himself. 
4

 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in 
the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

 

Prayer of the Day  
God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the world. Gather 
all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we share 
in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 


