
  

 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
March 26, 2023 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday Service at 9:30 AM 

2009 South Garfield Avenue, Monterey Park, CA 91754 
  Phone: (323) 721-0840   -  Email: stpaulsmpk@gmail.com 

Find us on Facebook @stpaulsmpk or our website stpaulsmpk.org 

Gospel:  John 11:1-45 
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary was the 
one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So 
the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, 
“This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that 
Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7Then after this he said to the disci-
ples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to 
stone you, and are you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? 
Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But those who 
walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he 
has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they 
thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your 
sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called 
the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”17When Jesus arrived, 
he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some 
two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their broth-
er. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 
21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I 
know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to 
her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, 
Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”28When she had 
said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is 
calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet 
come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in 
the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought 
that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt 
at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus 
saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and 
deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus 
began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who 
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, 
came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead 
four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 
41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard 
me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that 
they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a 
cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come 
with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.  

Sunday of the Passion:  Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 26:14―27:66 
Augsburg Liturgies License: SB170464;   Augsburg  ELW License: SB170463;  CCLI: 923430 



Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Join us for worship on Sundays at 9:30 am 

While LA County has formally rescinded the masking order as of 3/4/22, masks are still being recommended for use in 
public settings, such as our worship space. For the safety of our at-risk members and our current visiting pastor, we 

ask that you consider wearing a mask and maintain social distancing for the time being. 
 
 

If you have forgotten a mask, we do have extras, in both adult and kid sizes, in the Narthex. 
 

 

News and Needs 
• These pages continue our approach to bringing information to those who gather here. We are 

committed to communicating effectively and regularly with all, newcomers and long-time  
worshipers, regular or occasional, and especially those who can’t be here. Each week a copy is sent 
by email or postal mail to each member and friend who were unable to attend worship on Sunday.  

 

• The Lord’s Supper, our sharing of the bread and wine as Jesus invites us to do, is open to all who 
accept the presence of Jesus in this simple meal. We continue to use pre-filled communion 
chalices for a sanitary, safe, and traditional communion experience. We rejoice in our opportunity  
to join together in praise and thanksgiving to God. Newcomers among us are invited to participate  
in every aspect of our worship. Any questions? Please ask.  
 

• We welcome Pastor David Berkedal as regular preacher and worship leader at St. Paul’s. 
Pastor Berkedal will be working on Thursdays, from 10:00 am. to 4:00 pm. in Monterey Park to 
help us develop the congregation’s ministry and outreach.  He and his wife, Rev. Sally Welch  
began a Youtube Channel, “Streams of Living Waters” to provide connection and encouragement 
and an opportunity to reflect on what it means to be Christian during times of isolation. Each  
video has been matched with a podcast on their channel and a blog entry . You may send an email  
to Pastor Berkedal at dberkedal@gmail.com for links to all three or visit our website  
(stpaulsmpk.org ).  

 

• Coffee Hour & Fellowship will be held in the lounge following today’s service. To get to the 
lounge from the sanctuary, please exit the glass doors at the back, go through the glass doors on the 
right and straight ahead to the open door of the lounge. Today’s refreshments are provided by Ed 
and Jean Sais. 

 

 

• Looking for ways to get involved? We have a variety of committees that would love to have you 
join them! Please take a look at our list on the table and sign up for those you are interested in. 

 

• Family Promise of SGV is having a fundraiser at Good Shepherd of Arcadia on Saturday April 15 
from 9am-noon. The “Avenue of the Churches Walk” is a walk-a-thon event and is $25 per  
individual with children included, $10 for middle & high school students. Please see the flyer on 
the kiosk for more details. 

 

• Thank you for your donations to the Monterey Park Healing Fund! With your generous dona-
tions of $400, Council will match it, bringing at total of $800 to be used to help those affected by 
the Lunar New Year shootings, and create programs to help our city heal. 

 

• Next Sunday is Palm/Passion Sunday which starts Holy Week. Please take some flyers with our 

Lenten Schedule and distribute them to friends and neighbors. Also, please note that while we will 
have a Maundy Thursday service, we will only be open for quiet prayer on Good Friday. We  
encourage you to come to Trinity Faith’s service at 7pm or to participate in online worship via the 
Synod website.  

 First Reading:  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
1The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down 
in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very many lying in 
the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord 
God, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the 
word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall 
live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.”7So I prophesied as I had been 
commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone 
to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had cov-
ered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mor-
tal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon 
these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the 
whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 
12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and 
bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you 
shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my peo-
ple. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you 
shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.‘  
 

Second Reading:  Romans 8:6-11 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason 
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and 
those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But 
if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If 
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 
give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.  

 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power 
of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Pray for these we know to be in need of resolution, healing, support and comfort:     
The Cisneros family; Ivy & John Conklin; Austin Marsh; Ewalani Odachi; Brian Kurihara; George 
Aspeitia; the family & friends of Jim Gagne; Jesus Espinoza; Jess Torres; Karen Suarez; Bjorn Landberg; 
Linda Wilson; Carol & Larry Sullivan; Aki Fukui; Lilly Fukui; Ray Chavira; Pastor David Berkedal & 
Rev. Sally Welch; Susan & Gene Ramirez; Margarete Schwall; Millie Powell; Renee McCormick; Ron 
Sahara and his family; Moises Alvarado for the safe return of his dog, Charlie; Renate Kurrle & family; 
Glen Ambra; Gabrielle Zimmerman; for Rory; for Bonnie; for Ellen; for Rimma; Meher Montessori 
School; for churches, may our hearts and doors remain open for those who wish to share the Good News; 
for our country, our military and first responders; watch over those who are affected by the war in 
Ukraine; for those struggling with anxiety & mental illness; for our neighbors & the healing of our city. 


