GosPEL: MATTHEW 5:21-37

21y ou have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders
shall be liable to judgment.” *But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be
liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say,
“You fool,” you will be liable to the hell of fire. 2*So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you
remember that your brother or sister has something against you, **leave your gift there before the altar and
go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. ’Come to terms quickly
with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the
judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. **Truly I tell you, you will never get
out until you have paid the last penny.”’“You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit adultery.’
*But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in
his heart. ?°If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of
your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. **And if your right hand causes you to sin,
cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to go
into hell. *'“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.” **But I
say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to commit
adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.**“Again, you have heard that it was
said to those of ancient times, “You shall not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the
Lord.” **But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, Sor by the earth,
for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. **And do not swear by your head,
for you cannot make one hair white or black. et your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more
than this comes from the evil one.

PsaAaLm 119:1-8

'Happy are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of the Lorp. > Happy are those who keep
his decrees, who seek him with their whole heart, * who also do no wrong, but walk in his ways.*You have
commanded your precepts to be kept diligently. *O that my ways may be steadfast in keeping your statutes!
%Then I shall not be put to shame, having my eyes fixed on all your commandments. 'T will praise you with
an upright heart, when I learn your righteous ordinances. *I will observe your statutes; do not utterly forsake
me.

Birthdays in February:
e Jo Anne Mitchell (February 22)
e Mary Sais (February 28)

Next — Transfiguration of Our Lord: Exodus24:12-18; Psalm 2:2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9
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Welcome to St. Paul’'s Lutheran Church

Join us for worship on Sundays at 4:30 am
While LA County has formally rescinded the masking order as of 3/4/22, masks are still being recommended for use
in public settings, such as our worship space. For the safety of our at-risk members and our current visiting pastor,
we ask that you consider wearing a mask and maintain social distancing for the time being.

If you have forgotten a mask, we do have extras, in both adult and «id sizes, in the Narthex.
News and Needs

e These pages continue our approach to bringing information to those who gather here. We
are committed to communicating effectively and regularly with all, newcomers and long-time
worshipers, regular or occasional, and especially those who can’t be here. Each week a copy is
sent by email or postal mail to each member and friend who were unable to attend worship on
Sunday.

e The Lord’s Supper, our sharing of the bread and wine as Jesus invites us to do, is open to all
who accept the presence of Jesus in this simple meal. We continue to use pre-filled communion
chalices for a sanitary, safe, and traditional communion experience. We rejoice in our opportunity
to join together in praise and thanksgiving to God. Newcomers among us are invited to participate
in every aspect of our worship. Any questions? Please ask.

e We welcome Pastor David Berkedal as regular preacher and worship leader at St. Paul’s.
Pastor Berkedal will be working on Thursdays, from 10:00 am. to 4:00 pm. in Monterey Park
to help us develop the congregation’s ministry and outreach as we move out of the global
pandemic. He and his wife, Rev. Sally Welch began a Youtube Channel, “Streams of Living
Waters” at the beginning of the pandemic to provide connection and encouragement and an
opportunity to reflect on what it means to be Christian during times of isolation. Each video has
been matched with a podcast on their “Living Water Radio” channel and a blog entry on “Words
of Living Water.” You may send an email to Pastor Berkedal at dberkedal@gmail.com for links
to all three or visit our website ( stpaulsmpk.org ).

e Coffee Hour & Fellowship will be held in the lounge following today’s service. To get to the
lounge from the sanctuary, please exit the glass doors at the back, go through the glass doors on
the right and straight ahead to the open door of the lounge. Today’s refreshments are provided by
Carol and Larry Sullivan.

e American Legion Post 397 is collecting donations for their City of Monterey Park
Compassion Project. For a complete list of requested items and ways to donate, please take a
handout from the back table or check out the flyer on the kiosk. They are also hosting a blood
drive at their post for the Children’s Hospital of LA on Tuesday, February 21st from 1lam-
5:30pm. Please sign up via the website https://www.chla.org/blood-donor-center, click “Schedule
Appointment Online” and search with the zip code 91754. For assistance, please contact
Elizabeth and she can help set up an appointment for you.

e WELCA is hosting an event on Saturday, February 25th from 8:30-12 noon at Olivet Lu-
theran Church in Hawthorne, CA. It is $20 to attend but does have a catered breakfast and
guest speakers Bishop Brenda Bos, Judy Starr, and Eileen Olson who is 100 years old. Please note
the last day to sign up is Friday, February 17ths. Flyers and registration forms can be found on the
back table.

FIRST READING: DEUTERONOMY 30:15-20

"See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. '°If you obey the
commandments of the LorD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the LorD your God,
walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and
become numerous, and the LorD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess.
"But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and
serve them, '*I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are
crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have
set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may
live, ’loving the LorD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and
length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LorD swore to give to your ancestors, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 3:1-9

'And so, brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people of the
flesh, as infants in Christ. I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for solid food.
Even now you are still not ready, *for you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and
quarreling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to human inclinations? *For
when one says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, “I belong to Apollos,” are you not merely human?*What
then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as the Lord assigned to
each. °I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.’So neither the one who plants nor the one
who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. *The one who plants and the one who waters
have a common purpose, and each will receive wages according to the labor of each. *For we are God’s
servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s building.

Prayer of the Day

O God, strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals we accomplish nothing good
without you. Help us to see and understand the things we ought to do, and give us grace and power to do
them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Pray for these we know to be in need of resolution, healing, support and comfort:
The Cisneros family; Ivy & John Conklin; Austin Marsh; Ewalani Odachi; Brian Kurihara;
Mahealani & Evan Flournoy; George Aspeitia; Jim Gagne; Shanna Childers; Rosita Fabia;
Jesus Espinoza; Ed Sais; Celia Torres; Julianna Cortez; Bjorn Landberg; Linda Wilson;
Carol & Larry Sullivan; the family & friends of Jim Piatt; Aki Fukui; Lilly Fukui; Pastor
David Berkedal & Rev. Sally Welch; Susan & Gene Ramirez; Margarete Schwall; Millie
Powell; Renee McCormick; Ron Sahara and his family; Moises Alvarado for the safe
return of his dog, Charlie; Renate Kurrle & family; Glen Ambra, who is dealing with a rare
pancreatic cancer; Gabrielle Zimmerman; for Rory, may the doctors find a way to make
him well; Meher Montessori School; for churches, may our hearts and doors remain open
for those who wish to share the Good News; for our country, our military and first
responders; watch over those who are affected by the war in Ukraine; for those who are
being wrongfully persecuted in Iran; for those struggling with anxiety and mental illness;
for our neighbors and the healing of our city following the recent mass shooting.



