
  

 

Second Sunday of Easter 
April 16, 2023 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday Service at 9:30 AM 

2009 South Garfield Avenue, Monterey Park, CA 91754 
  Phone: (323) 721-0840   -  Email: stpaulsmpk@gmail.com 

Find us on Facebook @stpaulsmpk or our website stpaulsmpk.org 

Gospel:  John 20:19-31 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the  
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”24But 
Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the oth-
er disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in 
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not  
believe.” 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not 
doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to  
believe.” 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 
and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 
 

Pray for these we know to be in need of resolution, healing, support & comfort:     
The Cisneros family; Ivy & John Conklin; Austin Marsh; Ewalani Odachi; Brian  
Kurihara; George Aspeitia; Jesus Espinoza; Jess Torres; Karen Suarez; Bjorn Landberg; 
Linda Wilson; Carol & Larry Sullivan; Aki Fukui; Lilly Fukui; Ray Chavira; Pastor 
David Berkedal & Rev. Sally Welch; Susan & Gene Ramirez; Margarete Schwall;  
Millie Powell; Renee McCormick; Ron Sahara and his family; Moises Alvarado;  
Renate Kurrle & family; Glen Ambra; Gabrielle Zimmerman; for Rory; for Bonnie; for 
Ellen; for Rimma’s family; Marion Mercer; Meher Montessori School; for churches, 
may our hearts and doors remain open for those who wish to share the Good News; for 
our country, our military and first responders; watch over those who are affected by the 
war in Ukraine; for those struggling with anxiety & mental illness; for our neighbors & 
the healing of our city; for those affected by mass shootings.  

Next:  Third Sunday of Easter:  Acts 2:14a-36-41; Psalm 116:1-4,12-19; 1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35  
Augsburg Liturgies License: SB170464;   Augsburg  ELW License: SB170463;  CCLI: 923430 



  First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
14Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the people— 22“You that are Israelites, 
listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, won-
ders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know— 23this man, handed over 
to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of 
those outside the law. 24But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible 
for him to be held in its power. 25For David says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for 
he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue re-
joiced; moreover my flesh will live in hope. 27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your 
Holy One experience corruption. 28You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full 
of gladness with your presence.’29“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David 
that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he knew 
that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31Fore-
seeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor 
did his flesh experience corruption.’ 32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. 
 

Second Reading:  1 Peter 1:3-9 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who are being protected by the power of 
God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, even if now 
for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7so that the genuineness of your faith—being more 
precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory 
and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even 
though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 
9for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  

 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and hope for those who doubt, may we, 
who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Psalm 16 
1Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 2I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; I have no good apart 
from you.”3As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, in whom is all my delight. 4Those who 
choose another god multiply their sorrows; their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out or take their 
names upon my lips. 5The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 6The boundary lines 
have fallen for me in pleasant places; I have a goodly heritage. 7I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; 
in the night also my heart instructs me. 8I keep the Lord always before me; because he is at my right 
hand, I shall not be moved. 9Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also rests secure. 
10For you do not give me up to Sheol, or let your faithful one see the Pit. 11You show me the path of life. 
In your presence there is fullness of joy; in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  

Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Join us for worship on Sundays at 9:30 am 

Newcomers among us are invited to participate in every aspect of our worship.  
Any questions? Please ask.  

 
 

News and Needs 
 

• The Lord’s Supper, our sharing of the bread and wine as Jesus invites us to do, is open to all 
who accept the presence of Jesus in this simple meal. We continue to use pre-filled communion  
chalices for a sanitary, safe, and traditional communion experience.  

 

• We welcome Pastor David Berkedal as regular preacher and worship leader at St. Paul’s. 
Pastor Berkedal will be working on Thursdays, from 10:00 am. to 4:00 pm. in Monterey Park 
to help us develop the congregation’s ministry and outreach.  He and his wife, Rev. Sally Welch  
began a Youtube Channel, “Streams of Living Waters” to provide connection and  
encouragement and an opportunity to reflect on what it means to be Christian during times of 
isolation. Each video has been matched with a podcast on their channel and a blog entry . You 
may send an email to Pastor Berkedal at dberkedal@gmail.com for links to all three or visit 
our website(stpaulsmpk.org ).  
 

• Coffee Hour & Fellowship will be held in the lounge following today’s service. To get to the 
lounge from the sanctuary, please exit the glass doors at the back, go through the glass doors on 
the right and straight ahead to the open door of the lounge. Today’s refreshments are provided 
by Jo Anne Mitchell. 

 

• Christ in Our Home booklets for April, May and June are available on the back table. 
\ 

• On Saturday, April 22nd, the Monterey Park Pastors Coalition will be sponsoring a  

Prayer Walk in Barnes Park from 10am-noon. We will meet at the picnic shelters in the park 
at 9:45am. Bring friends and family to walk with us, as we participate in prayer and show our  
solidarity as residents and neighbors of Monterey Park! For any questions, please contact Ed or 
Jean Sais.  

 

• On Wednesday April 26th at 5:30 pm, there will be a town hall meeting with the Monterey 

Park Police Department at the Bruggemeyer Library. This will be a great opportunity to 
share with them any comments, questions, or concerns you may have. 

 

• Save the Date! Monterey Park is turning 107 this year! To mark the occasion, there will be a  
4-day “Play Days Carnival” at Barnes Park. The celebration kicks off on Thursday, May 11th 
with the weekly Farmers’ Market and live music with a special focus on Cinco de Mayo. Activi-
ties will be held all weekend with Sunday, May 14th being the last day.  

 
 

• A fresh coat of paint: Thank you to the Property Committee and Marco Arista for starting on 
the refresh of our lounge! The walls have been painted and the lightbulbs have all been changed 
out. The coverings on the windows are temporary until we can get samples to show the  
congregation. We are still in the process of finding out the best fit for our sound system needs 
and hope to have an update soon.  


