GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12

'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, *“Repent, for the
krngdom of heaven has come near.” *This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’
” “Now John wore clothrng of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was lo-
custs and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the
region along the Jordan, ®and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing the1r sins. 'But
when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vi-
pers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? *Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not pre-
sume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children to Abraham.'’Even now the ax is lylng at the root of the trees; every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. ''“I baptize you with water
for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is cornmg after me; I am not worthy to carry his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. '*His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he
will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”

PsaLm 72.1-7, 18-19

'Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king’s son. “May he judge your people
with righteousness, and your poor with justice. *May the mountains yield prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness. ‘May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to
the needy, and crush the og)pressor May he live while the sun endures, and as long as the moon,
throughout all generations. "May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water
the earth. 'In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, unt11 the moon is no more.
"®Blessed be the Lorp, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous thmgs ’Blessed be his glorious
name forever; may his glory fill the whole earth. Amen and Amen.

Pray for these we know to be in need of resolution, healing, support and comfort:
The Cisneros family; Ivy & John Conklin; Austin Marsh; Ewalani Odachi; Brian Kurihara;
George Aspeitia; Jim Gagne; Shanna Childers; Ed Sais; Celia Torres; Bjorn Landberg;
Carol & Larry Sullivan; Maxine Miller & her son, Leonard; Aki Fukui; Lilly Fukui;
Pastor David Berkedal & Rev. Sally Welch; Susan & Gene Ramirez; Margarete Schwall,
Millie Powell; for Stephen’s recovery; Ron Sahara and his family; Moises Alvarado, for the
safe return of his dog, Charlie; Rolf Kurrle & family; In Paris: for Elizabeth and her family;
Meher Montessori School; for churches, may our hearts and doors remain open for those
who wish to share the Good News; for our country, our military and first responders; watch
over those who are affected by the war in Ukraine; for those struggling with anxiety and
mental illness.

e | © Ed Sais III (December 5)
ARG Larry Sullivan (December 14)
e Max Madrigal (December 31)

Next — Third Sunday in Advent: Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11
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Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Join us for worship on Sundays at 9:30 am

While LA County has formally rescinded the masking order as of 3/4/22, masks are still being recommended for use in
public settings, such as our worship space. For the safety of our at-risk members and our current visiting pastor, we
ask that you consider wearing a mask and maintain social distancing for the time being.

If you have forgotten a mask, we do have extras, in both adult and kid sizes, in the Narthex.
News and Needs

e These pages continue our approach to bringing information to those who gather here. We are
committed to communicating effectively and regularly with all, newcomers and long-time
worshipers, regular or occasional, and especially those who can’t be here. Each week a copy is
sent by email or postal mail to each member and friend who were unable to attend worship on
Sunday.

e The Lord’s Supper, our sharing of the bread and wine as Jesus invites us to do, is open to all who
accept the presence of Jesus in this simple meal. We continue to use pre-filled communion
chalices for a sanitary, safe, and traditional communion experience. We rejoice in our opportunity
to join together in praise and thanksgiving to God. Newcomers among us are invited to participate
in every aspect of our worship. Any questions? Please ask.

e We welcome Pastor David Berkedal as regular preacher and worship leader at St. Paul’s.
Pastor Berkedal will be working on Thursdays, from 10:00 am. to 4:00 pm. in Monterey Park to
help us develop the congregation’s ministry and outreach as we move out of the global
pandemic. He and his wife, Rev. Sally Welch began a Youtube Channel, “Streams of Living
Waters” at the beginning of the pandemic to provide connection and encouragement and an
opportunity to reflect on what it means to be Christian during times of isolation. Each video has
been matched with a podcast on their “Living Water Radio” channel and a blog entry on “Words
of Living Water.” You may send an email to Pastor Berkedal at dberkedal@gmail.com for links
to all three or visit our website ( stpaulsmpk.org ). ({/I
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e All are warmly invited to gather in the lounge right after worship for a time @gffe
sharing coffee, refreshments, and fellowship. The lounge is immediately to  HourS= -
the south (right, leaving the worship space) of the entrance to the church. M
Refreshments today are provided by Ed and Jean Sais.

e Council will be meeting on Thursday, Dec. 8th. If you have anything you would like them to
discuss, please contact Jean Sais.

e Bread for the Day books will be distributed starting next Sunday! Please see Jo Anne Mitchell or
Jean Sais after services next week to pick up your orders. If you would like one, but did not order
one ,we do have a couple extra copies available.

e Today is the last day to donate towards American Legion Post 397°s Toy Drive! If you would
like part of your offering to go towards this project, please make a note of it on your envelope.
Thank you for all who have donated so far for our various projects throughout the year.

e On Thursday December 8, The City of Monterey Park will be hosting their annual Holiday
Snow Village at George Elder Park from 4-8PM. In addition to snow and the farmer’s market,
there will also be photos with Santa, food vendors, craft vendors, and Holiday music.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10

'A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. >The
spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understandmg, the spirit of counsel and
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lorp. ° His delight shall be i in, the fear of the
Lorp. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; *but with right-
eousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth he shall strike
the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the w1cked °Right-
eousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. ® The wolf
shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall he down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling
together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie
down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.*The nursing chrld shall play over the hole of
the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. ° They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cov-
er the sea. '°On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall in-
quire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

SECOND READING : RoMANS 15:4-13

*For whatever was written in former days was written for our 1nstructron so that by steadfastness
and by the encouragement of the scrlptures we might have hope May the God of steadfastness and
encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so
that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.”"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
¥For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in
order that he might confirm the promlses given to the patriarchs, ’and in order that the Gentiles
might glorify God for his rnercy As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentrles
and sing praises to your name”; '’and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people and
again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; '*and again Isaiah
says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in h1m the Gentiles shall
hope.” May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Prayer of the Day
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our
growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The most prevalent Advent candle practice involves four candles being
placed around the wreath. On each of the four Sundays
leading up to Christmas, a fresh candle is lit.

The second candle, dubbed “Bethlehem’s Candle,” symbolizes Love (faith).
Micah predicted that the Messiah will be born in Bethlehem, the same city
where King David was born. The blue color of the second candle represents

the preparation for the coming monarch. IND SUNDAY @%  Lont




