
 

 

 Fourth Sunday of Lent 
March 19, 2023 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday Service at 9:30 AM 

2009 South Garfield Avenue, Monterey Park, CA 91754 
  Phone: (323) 721-0840   -  Email: stpaulsmpk@gmail.com 

Find us on Facebook @stpaulsmpk or our website stpaulsmpk.org 

Gospel:  John 9:1-41 
1As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he 
was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent 
me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of 
the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the 
mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he 
went and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar 
began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were say-
ing, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then 
how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and 
said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, 
“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been 
blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also 
began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, 
and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sab-
bath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So 
they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He 
is a prophet.”18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called 
the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was 
born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he 
was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask 
him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; 
for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the 
synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 24So for the second time they called the 
man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 
25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I 
see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I 
have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to 
become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Mo-
ses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 
30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he 
opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him 
and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person 
born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born 
entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 35Jesus heard that they had driven 
him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who 
is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one 
speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into 
this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 
40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said 
to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains. 

Psalm 23 
1The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 2He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside 
still waters;3he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.4Even though I walk 
through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup over-
flows. 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of 
the Lord my whole life long. 

Next: Fifth Sunday in Lent:  Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45 
Augsburg Liturgies License: SB170464;   Augsburg  ELW License: SB170463;  CCLI: 923430 



  First Reading:  1 Samuel 16:1-13 
1The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over 
Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 
myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the 
Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sac-
rifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 
4Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him 
trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; 
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited 
them to the sacrifice. 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is 
now before the Lord.” 7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his 
stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward ap-
pearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samu-
el. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, 
“Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel 
said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” 
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, 
“Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he 
was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the 
one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of 
the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

Second Reading:  Ephesians 5:8-14 
8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—9for the fruit of the 
light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no 
part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what 
such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that be-
comes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death for us, bring 
light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Pray for these we know to be in need of resolution, healing, support and comfort:     
The Cisneros family; Ivy & John Conklin; Austin Marsh; Ewalani Odachi; Brian Kurihara; 
George Aspeitia; the family & friends of Jim Gagne; Jesus Espinoza; Celia Torres;   
Karen Suarez; Bjorn Landberg; Linda Wilson; Carol & Larry Sullivan; Aki Fukui; Lilly Fukui; 
Ray Chavira; Pastor David Berkedal & Rev. Sally Welch; Susan & Gene Ramirez; Margarete 
Schwall; Millie Powell; Renee McCormick; Ron Sahara and his family; Moises Alvarado for the 
safe return of his dog, Charlie; Renate Kurrle & family; Glen Ambra; Gabrielle Zimmerman; for 
Rory; for Bonnie; for Ellen; for Rimma; Meher Montessori School; for churches, may our hearts 
and doors remain open for those who wish to share the Good News; for our country, our military 
and first responders; watch over those who are affected by the war in Ukraine; for those  
struggling with anxiety & mental illness; for our neighbors & the healing of our city; for the 
family and friends of Bishop David O’Connell. 

Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Join us for worship on Sundays at 9:30 am 

While LA County has formally rescinded the masking order as of 3/4/22, masks are still being recommended for use in 
public settings, such as our worship space. For the safety of our at-risk members and our current visiting pastor, we 

ask that you consider wearing a mask and maintain social distancing for the time being. 
 
 

If you have forgotten a mask, we do have extras, in both adult and kid sizes, in the Narthex. 
 

 

News and Needs 
• These pages continue our approach to bringing information to those who gather here. We are 

committed to communicating effectively and regularly with all, newcomers and long-time  
worshipers, regular or occasional, and especially those who can’t be here. Each week a copy is 
sent by email or postal mail to each member and friend who were unable to attend worship on 
Sunday.  

 

• The Lord’s Supper, our sharing of the bread and wine as Jesus invites us to do, is open to all who 
accept the presence of Jesus in this simple meal. We continue to use pre-filled communion 
chalices for a sanitary, safe, and traditional communion experience. We rejoice in our opportunity 
to join together in praise and thanksgiving to God. Newcomers among us are invited to participate  
in every aspect of our worship. Any questions? Please ask.  
 

• We welcome Pastor David Berkedal as regular preacher and worship leader at St. Paul’s. 
Pastor Berkedal will be working on Thursdays, from 10:00 am. to 4:00 pm. in Monterey Park to 
help us develop the congregation’s ministry and outreach.  He and his wife, Rev. Sally Welch  
began a Youtube Channel, “Streams of Living Waters” to provide connection and encouragement 
and an opportunity to reflect on what it means to be Christian during times of isolation. Each  
video has been matched with a podcast on their channel and a blog entry . You may send an email 
to Pastor Berkedal at dberkedal@gmail.com for links to all three or visit our website  
( stpaulsmpk.org ).  

 

• Coffee Hour & Fellowship will be held in the lounge following today’s service. To get to the 
lounge from the sanctuary, please exit the glass doors at the back, go through the glass doors on 
the right and straight ahead to the open door of the lounge. Today’s refreshments are provided by 
the Cortez family. 

 

 

• The City of Monterey Park has partnered with CalFund (California Community  
Foundation) to set up a donation page to help support those affected by the mass shooting 
this past January and to support programs and organizations designed to help the communi-

ty heal and rebuild. Church Council has decided to donate to these funds, but we need your help. 
For every dollar that gets donated to this cause, Council will match those funds. Please write 
“Healing Fund” on the offering envelopes and place them into the plate if you would like to  
donate. We are accepting donations until next Sunday, March 19th, but you can also donate 
through the Monterey Park website. 

 

• Looking for ways to get involved? We have a variety of committees that would love to have you 
join them! Please take a look at our list on the table and sign up for those you are interested in. 

 

• Family Promise of SGV is having a fundraiser at Good Shepherd of Arcadia on Saturday April 15 
from 9am-noon. The “Avenue of the Churches Walk” is a walk-a-thon event and is $25 per indi-
vidual with children included, $10 for middle & high school students. Please see the flyer on the 
kiosk for more details. 


