
 

 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 4, 2022 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday Service at 9:30 AM 

2009 South Garfield Avenue, Monterey Park, CA 91754 
  Phone: (323) 721-0840   -  Email: stpaulsmpk@gmail.com 

Find us on Facebook @stpaulsmpk or our website stpaulsmpk.org 

Gospel: Luke 14: 25-33 
25Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them,26“Whoever comes to 
me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life 
itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disci-
ple.28For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to 
see whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not 
able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him,30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was 
not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down 
first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him 
with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation 
and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not 
give up all your possessions. 

Psalm 1 
1Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path that inners tread, or sit 
in the seat of scoffers;2but their delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law they meditate day 
and night.3They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and 
their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper.4The wicked are not so, but are like chaff 
that the wind drives away.5Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the 
congregation of the rightous;6for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the 
wicked will perish. 

 

Pray for these we know to be in need of resolution, healing, support and comfort:     
The Cisneros family; Ivy & John Conklin; Austin Marsh; Ewalani Odachi; Brian Kurihara; 
George Aspeitia; Jim Gagne; Shanna Childers; George Quezada; Ed Sais; Celia Torres;  
Carol & Larry Sullivan; Ray’s sister, Margarita; Maxine Miller & her son, Leonard;  
Tim Sang; Aki Fukui; Lilly Fukui; Karri Padilla; Susan & Gene Ramirez;  
Margarete Schwall; Millie Powell; Seth, who is living on the streets of LA; Harrison and 
Elana, as they recover from broken feet; Meher Montessori School; all who are affected by 
COVID; for those who face discrimination; for those who are traveling, may they have 
safe journeys; for churches, may our hearts and doors remain open for those who wish to 
share the Good News; for our country, our military and first responders; watch over those 
who are affected by the war in Ukraine. May all families be reunited and let there be a 
peaceful resolution; for the families of the victims of mass shootings. May God be with 
them as they grieve for their loved ones. 

 
Birthdays in September: 

• Joaquin Cisneros (September 5) 

• Maria Landberg (September 7) 

• Millie Powell (September 9) 

• Elizabeth Mitchell (September 29) 

Next—14h Sunday after Pentecost: Exodus 32.7-14; Psalm 51.1-10; 1 Timothy 1.12-17; Luke 15.1-10 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States. 

 



  First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the com-
mandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your 
God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you 
shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are 
entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow 
down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live 
long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to 
witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose 
life so that you and your descendants may live, 20loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and 
holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land 
that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

Second Reading:  Philemon 1-21 
1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear friend and co-
worker,2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.4When I remember you in 
my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear of your love for all the saints and your faith 
toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective when you per-
ceive all the good that we may do for Christ. 7I have indeed received much joy and encouragement 
from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother.8For 
this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, 9yet I would ra-
ther appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a pris-
oner of Christ Jesus.10I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become 
during my imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to 
you and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13I wanted to keep him with 
me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; 
14but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might be volun-
tary and not something forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, 
so that you might have him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved 
brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.17So if you 
consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18If he has wronged you in 
any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, am writing this with my own 
hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. 20Yes, brother, let me 
have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, 
I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, 
continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us 
to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
In observance of Labor Day, the office will be closed tomorrow, September 5th. 
For emergencies, please contact Ed Sais. 

Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Join us for worship on Sundays at 9:30 am 

 

While LA County has formally rescinded the masking order as of 3/4/22, masks are still being recommended for use  
in public settings, such as our worship space. For the safety of our at-risk members and our current visiting 

pastor, please wear a mask and maintain social distancing for the time being. 
 
 

If you have forgotten a mask, we do have extras, in both adult and kid sizes, in the Narthex. 
 

 

News and Needs 
• The Lord’s Supper, our sharing of the bread and wine as Jesus invites us to do, is open to all who 

accept the presence of Jesus in this simple meal. We continue to use pre-filled communion  
chalices for a sanitary, safe, and traditional communion experience. We rejoice in our opportunity 
to join together in praise and thanksgiving to God. Newcomers among us are invited to participate 
in every aspect of our worship. Any questions? Please ask.  

 
 

• We welcome Pastor David Berkedal as regular preacher and worship leader at St. Paul’s. 
Pastor Berkedal will be working on Thursdays, from 10:00 am. to 4:00 pm. in Monterey Park to 
help us develop the congregation’s ministry and outreach as we move out of the global pandemic. 

He and his wife, Rev. Sally Welch began a Youtube Channel, “Streams of Living Waters” at the 
beginning of the pandemic to provide connection and encouragement and an opportunity to reflect 
on what it means to be Christian during times of isolation. Each video has been matched with a 
podcast on their “Living Water Radio” channel and a blog entry on “Words of Living Water.” 
You may send an email to Pastor Berkedal at dberkedal@gmail.com for links to all three or visit 
our website ( stpaulsmpk.org ).  

 

• Coffee Hour & Fellowship will be held in the lounge following today’s service. To get to the 
lounge from the sanctuary, please exit the glass doors at the back, go through the glass doors on 
the right and straight ahead to the open door of the lounge. Today’s refreshments are provided by 
Ed and Jean Sais. Just a reminder that there is a sign-up sheet in the lounge with many vacant 
spaces. In an effort to have everyone enjoy coffee hour, please sign up for a date. 

 

• Gather magazine has released the theme of their next Bible Study Series, titled “Jesus and 
Nature: Teachers of Faith.” Jesus often turned to the natural world in teaching, opening our eyes 
to see creation not just as something to be cared for, but as our teacher and kindred. It is no  
mistake that Jesus, who lovingly spoke of soil and plants, was thought to be a gardener that first 
Easter morning. This three-session Bible study will shift our perspectives and allow nature to be 
our teacher, through the words of Jesus and other parts of Scripture. The trees, the soil and the 
creatures will offer us new perspectives on the character of God and challenge us to deepen our 
stewardship of God’s precious creation. September 2022, Session 1: “Trees,” will tap into  
Biblical images of trees and explore why planting and protecting trees is important, while rooting 
us in models of interdependence and mutuality. Elizabeth will be providing copies of the Bible 
studies on the back table at the beginning of each month, but extra copies will always be  
available. 

 

• Linda Wilson has put us into contract with Josue Arias, Chief Kindness Officer of the Boys and 
Girls Club for a potential project for “God’s Work, Our Hands!” Please bring some notes with 
positive and inspirational messages to service next week or write them while you’re enjoying  
refreshments at coffee hour! We will collect them and send them to Josue for their Kindness  
Project. 


